Registering your
trademarks
Things to know
REGISTRATION RIGHTS
• A Canadian trademark registration will give you the exclusive right to use your mark in association
with your registered products or services across Canada, and the right to exclude others from using
confusingly similar marks.
• A registration expires 10 years from the registration date but can be renewed for successive terms
for as long as the trademark is in use in Canada.
• Amendments to the Trademarks Act extend availability of trademark protection to go beyond words,
symbols and designs to include additional types of marks, such as scents, tastes and textures.

USEFUL RESOURCES
Government of Canada
• Understanding the basics of IP
• A guide to trademarks
• Canadian Intellectual Property Office
osler.com
• IP 101: Protecting your ideas your way
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Things to do
DEVELOP A REGISTRATION STRATEGY FOR CANADA
• Undertake a review of your trademark portfolio and assess the costs and benefits of applying for
Canadian registrations on existing or newly developed marks.
REGISTERING A TRADEMARK
• A trademark application may be filed electronically with the Canadian Intellectual Property Office
(CIPO) on its website. The application sets out, among other things, the applicant’s name and address,
the trademark, and the goods and services with which the mark will be used in Canada.

RELATED TOPICS
• Retaining intellectual property in what
you develop
• Choosing, registering and protecting your
corporate name
• Registering a .CA domain name

• As the application is examined by CIPO in both form and substance, it is advisable to engage a
registered Canadian trademark agent to prepare and file the application and assist in the application
process. A registered trademark agent may be a law firm, a lawyer, or a non-lawyer professional, and
may also act as a representative for service. CIPO maintains a list of registered trademark agents on its
website. If the applicant does not (yet) have an office or place of business in Canada, a representative
for service in Canada can be appointed for the purpose of receiving correspondence from CIPO.

• Applying for a patent

• File applications to register your trademarks in Canada before starting to sell products or provide
services in Canada (doing so will minimize the possibility that another business, observing your
use of the marks elsewhere, will attempt to register the same marks first in Canada and preclude
registrations by you).

• IP licensing in Canada

• Registering your copyright
• Registering your industrial designs
and integrated circuits
• Protecting your trade secrets

Need more info?
Our Intellectual Property team can help.
Find out more at osler.com/IP
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