
Carbon & Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Legislation 
Comparison across Canada

Alberta

Legislating an emissions limit on the oil sands of:

The Climate Change and Emissions 
Management Act & Specified 
Gas Emitters Regulation place 
intensity–based limits on industrial 
GHG emissions.

Phasing-out coal-fired

electricity by

Reducing methane emissions from

oil & gas operations by:

rising to

tonne
in 2019$20/
tonne
in 2022$50/

100

2030

mega tonnes
of CO2/year. by 2025

45%

Saskatchewan Manitoba

Ontario

The Cap and Trade Cancellation Act, 2018 
cancelled Ontario’s cap-and-trade program.

Québec

In April 2016, the Government of Québec announced its 2030 
Energy Policy. The policy sets the following targets for 2030:

The targets are relative to 2013 levels and build on Québec’s 
cap-and-trade market initiative.

• Enhance energy efficiency by 15%
• Reduce the amount of petroleum
 products consumed by 40%
• Eliminate the use of thermal coal
• Increase overall renewable energy
 output by 25%
• Increase bioenergy production by 50%

Electricity Act requires 
provincial power authority
to secure

of its energy acquired within 

New Brunswick from renewable 

sources by 2020.

New Brunswick

40% 

Nova Scotia

In January 2019, Nova Scotia’s 
cap-and-trade program came into effect. 

In 2019the emissions 

allowance cap is 13,683,000. The 

cap will gradually lower to 

12,148,000 by 2022. The largest 

number of emission allowances that 

a participant can hold is 500,000.

CO2

Prince Edward Island

The Territories

The federal carbon pollution pricing system 

applies in Nunavut and Yukon, pricing 

pollution at a rate of $20 per tonne of CO2e 

emissions  in 2019. This amount will gradually 

rise to $50 per tonne* by 2022.

The Northwest Territories plan to introduce a 

carbon tax on fuels e�ective September 1, 2019 

based on $20/tonne of GHG emissions. This will 

gradually rise to $50 per tonne by 2022.

 *Aviation fuel is exempted from pollution pricing. 

The Made-in-Newfoundland and 

Labrador approach to carbon pricing 

prices pollution at $20 per tonne of 

CO2e emissions. 

Under the Management of Greenhouse 

Gas Act, facilities that emit more than 

25,000 tonnes of CO2e are subject to 

annual GHG reduction targets.

Newfoundland and Labrador

Federal

The Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing 

Act implemented the federal carbon 

pollution pricing system. The Act has 

two parts: the fuel charge and the 

output-based pricing system.

The OBPS requires facilities to pay a 

carbon price if their emissions exceed a 

set level. 

It applies to facilities that emit 
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$40/tonne

0.16 tonnes

Carbon tax imposed 

in 2008; rates are 

based on a price of

The Greenhouse Gas 

Industrial Reporting and 

Control Act came into force

 of CO2 equivalent emissions

Under the Act, the emissions 

limit for LNG facilities is 

of GHG emissions per 1 tonne of LNG produced.

Renewable and Low 
Carbon Fuel Requirements 
Regulation – requires 
minimum renewable 
fuel content by volume

Clean Energy Act 

– seeks to make B.C. self-su�cient 

in electricity generation by 2016 

and each year thereafter, with a 

clean and renewable 

energy target of 93%

British Columbia

The Greenhouse Gas Emission 

Reporting Regulation requires emitters of  

to report their emissions.

January 2016

 10,000 tonnes of CO2e/ year

GHG reduction

target of 
below 2007

levels by40% 2030
In Reference re 
Greenhouse Gas Pollution 
Pricing Act, the Alberta 

Court of Appeal found the 

pricing system 

unconstitutional.

The federal carbon pollution 

pricing system partially applies, 

pricing pollution at a rate of 

rising to

tonne
in 2019$20/
tonne
in 2022$50/

The federal carbon pollution 

pricing system applies, pricing 

pollution at a rate of 

rising to

tonne
in 2020$20/
tonne
in 2022$50/

The federal government rejected 

Manitoba’s provincial carbon pricing 

plan as insu�cient. As a result, the 

Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing 

Act applies at a rate of 

rising to

tonne
in 2019$20/
tonne
in 2022$50/

The federal carbon pollution 

pricing system applies, pricing 

pollution at a rate of 

rising to

tonne
in 2019$20/
tonne
in 2022$50/

The federal carbon pollution 

pricing system applies, pricing 

pollution at a rate of 

rising to

tonne
in 2019$20/
tonne
in 2022$50/

In Reference re 
Greenhouse 
Gas Pollution 
Pricing Act, the 
Saskatchewan 
Court of Appeal 
upheld the constitutionality 
of the federal carbon 
pollution pricing system.

In Reference re Greenhouse Gas 
Pollution Pricing Act, the Ontario 
Court of Appeal upheld the 
constitutionality of the federal 
carbon pollution pricing system.

PEI has implemented a 
carbon levy on fuels 
under the Climate 
Leadership Act and 
Climate Leadership 
Regulations. 

50,000
tonnes or more of CO2e.

The fuel charge is

The Supreme Court of Canada is scheduled to hear the provinces’ challenge 

to the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act on September 22-23, 2020.
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